[On the 150th anniversary of the introduction of anesthesia in Spain: the role of dentists].
We first discuss the circumstances that were influential in the role played by dentists during the early stages of anesthesia. We then study the positions of several Spanish dentists on the new technique for eliminating pain. Two opposing groups are found: on the one hand physician-dentists were cautions and prudent, and on the other, professionals with lesser qualifications such as surgeon-dentists, healers and bloodletters were clearly and boldly in favor of the new technique.